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The eQRM is a publication of the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association (BVARA) and is Copyright
2010 - 2019. All material presented in this publication is not necessarily the views of the American

Radio Relay League (ARRL), BVARA, or members of the said organizations. If you would like to contact
the editor of the eQRM, please email David at kc3bxc.73@gmail.com. Please visit us online at
www.W3SGJ.org. To subscribe to our newsletter, please visit W3SGJ.org/newsletter.php
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This Month:

Speaker:
Rich Soltesz
K3SOM

Topic:
ICOM IC-7300 Impressions Update
Including:
Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our topic this month deals with
an update to our initial presentation and hands-on demonstration of the very popular ICOM
IC-7300. Why is it so popular? Because it is an incredible value for under $1,000! The IC-
7300 was ICOM’s first offering of an amateur radio transceiver that moves away from the
traditional double and triple conversion architecture to utilize Software Defined Radio (SDR)
architecture.

As before, we’ll begin by taking a look at both triple conversion and SDR block diagrams to
help understand what has changed. Then we’ll discuss why roofing filters are no longer
needed. Brick wall filter selectivity? It’s in there! Real-time spectrum scope and waterfall?
Included! Touch screen? Yes! Quality transmit and receive audio that gets noticed? But of
course!

Since that initial presentation, several 3™ party companies have introduced several extensions

to this radio that make operation even more enjoyable. We’ll talk about these and show you
how one of them can make contesting much easier and enjoyable. If you are a new ham, or
have wanted to operate on the HF bands, this is one radio that you will need to examine
much more closely.

But wait, there’s more! We’ll demonstrate how easy it is to operate in any of the digital
modes. Changes to specific internal parameters that enable easy digital operation and enable
an easier-to-read spectrum display will also be covered. Split operation, transmitting a rec-
orded CQ, recording a QSO, save touch screen display as a graphic file, and so much more.
This is one exciting presentation that you won’t want to miss.

Rich’s Background:
Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE,
B.S. Electrical Engineering




The Freedom
Square Diner in

Monaca has a great

wait staff. Come

let them take your

order.

The eQRM urges all
Beaver County li-
censed amateurs to
participate in the
County’s RACES
and ARES pro-
grams.

Any Beaver County
Amateur that is
interested in partic-
ipating in the RAC-
ES/ARES programs
can do so by check-
ing into the Beaver
County Public Ser-
vice Net which
meets every Mon-
day evening at 8:30
PM local time on
the N3TN 146.850
MHz repeater
(131.8 PL)
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Weekly

Thursday Morning Breakfast

(or you can have lunch)

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-
ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM.
All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come
join us at our Thursday morning breakfast.

See you
Thursday at

RACES / ARES
The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate.
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Whaon aro the bamnds opan? These charts, generated using CAFman, show probabilities for sverage HF propagation in the month of Febmeany for the paths indicated. The horizomnl ses show
Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), and the vertical mee=s frequency in MHz. On 10% of the days of this period, the highest frequences propageted will be at least &< high as the upper red curves (HFF,
highest passible frequency] and on 50% of the days they will be ot least ps high es the gresn curves (MUF, classical mendmum usable frequency). The blue cunees show the lowest usable

(LUF) for a 1300-W O tensmisier. For 358 or a lower transmitber power, the LUF will be somewhat higher than the biue curves indicate. 5= Oct 1334  QST, pp 27-30, and Feb 1333 QST, pp 34-38, for
more detais. The predictions assume an obserned 2B800-Hz solar flioc value of 66 This is a Very  Low lewsl of solar adivity. See the detniled propagation tables on The ARRL Antenne Book COHT0M .

ARRL

The national association for

AMATEUR RADIO
PROPAGATION

The East Coast propagation chart listed here is for February 2019.

If you would like more information in general, please visit http://www.arrl.org/propagation
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http://www.arrl.org/propagation

If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur Ra-

test with us!

dio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examinations)
the second Thursday of each month at the Nine One One center in
Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to our BVARA Club meeting. If

there is no meeting there is no test session. Please come take your

For more information, contact :
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM

(724) 847-0610
k3som@arrl.net

VE TEST SESSIONS

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003.
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings

(the second Thursday of the month).
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered.

Nk =

ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following:

2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo 1.D.
A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink.
The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license.
The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E.

The test fee of $15 - cash, check, or money order.

Page 7

THE eQRM



The partial Government Shutdown has affected the FCC and our ability to
get call signs for those that passed their tests. We will post them as soon as
the FCC is back up and running.

Page 8 THE eQRM



By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in
Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL

membership you purchase!

Join the BVARA and ARRL

Sign up for: Price

(0 BVARA full membership 25.00

D BVARA student membership 15.00

D BVARA associate membership 10.00

() BVARA Child under 21 at home membership 5.00

D One year ARRL membership 49.00

A Club Donation

ARRL Member? Yes No Total Enclosed

Your License Class (If you have one.)

D Technician Name
D General Address
D Advanced
D Extra Class Email
Phone
Your Call sign

Your Signature

Make check or money order payable to:
The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424
South Heights, Pa 15081

THE eQRM
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WASHfIest 20719

The South Hills Hamfest — Now in our Twenty Fourtr big year!
Sponsored by the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS AMATEUR RapIo CLus, Inc.

Sunday, February 24", 2019
8:00 AM until 3:00 PM Rain or Shlne (or Snow!)
Home Economics Building, South Park
3735 Buffalo Drive, South Park Tmh:p, PA 15129
Behind the Alls-qheny County Police Station on Brownsville Road
Talk-In on 146.955(-) and 443.650(+) 131.8 PL
Donation $5

(800) 545-8881

FREE Coffee for the entire Hamfest
courtesy of HAM RADIO INSURANCE ASSOCIATES
of Canonsburg, PA

Breakfast & Lunch will be
available!

MAIN PRIZES — You've Got lo Play to WIN!

) First Prize: ICOM-7300 100 W HF+6M Transceiver
1 R Second Prize: Comet Antennas CAA-500 Mark II Antenna Analyzer
Third Prize: Buddipole Whip

Please Note: Early Table
Additional Hourly Door Prizes! 2 Special Black Box Prizes (Separale Drawing)! Reser m’ﬁ'e aid in full
Main Prize lickels are $2.00 each. 3 for $5.00, 7 fer $10, 15 for $20 on o e e 1ﬂ 2019,
Al Prizes Subject to last-minute changes fgbrm_rrl:[r l:rl:hflm'g must include
For Table Reservations, or More Information, Please Contact: Reserve now... we have sold out
rol Danko KB3GMN at (412) 884-1466 "W in advance ping years running
Emltﬁdllttﬂvatnaslnmﬂulmm Check out our too! www.nish.org
Hamfest Table Reservation Form—~Please PRINT LEGIBLY ALL INFORMATION
Name: Email:
Address: Phone: ( ) -
City: State: Zip: Please make all checks payable to:
Call Sign: WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS
’ PLEASE M;an}ﬁgga;ngou To:
. 0
—_ - on ve
S Or More Tables wjo: X $10.00 =
We ms:elwmengl'ntwreaellmytablus occq:-udby

8 AM, unless prior amangements have been made!
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Bruca Diroper, AASE, ooSh. cormalfgmail oom

Contest Corral February 2019

Check for updotes ond o downloodoble PDF version online ot wwwormrl.orgconlesis.
Refar o the contest websites for full rules, scoring information, operoting penicds or time Bmits, ond log submission informeation.
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So here it is February 2019 and I am chomping at the
bit to get a new antenna up. [ wonder if any of you are
ready for some new addition to your station? [ am ex-
cited to think of what the new antenna will bring in as
well as let me contact. The thoughts of new contact
locations are intriguing! I am always interested in
hearing what the eQRM readers are doing with their
radio hobby. Send me a story of your latest Radio Ad-
venture.

For my birthday last year my family helped
me install a tall pole to raise my antenna higher than it has ever been. I had a really interest-
ing set of contacts. One morning I was just tuning through the 40 meter band and heard a
very busy pile up. I listen patiently to hear what the excitement was. It turned out to be a
group putting “Light Houses on the air” off the coast of Massachusetts. They were moving
from lighthouse to lighthouse by boat. That was really interesting to me. That meant they
had to set up, tear down and motor boat about every 30 to 60 minutes. As the on air pile ups
got quiet they would inform listeners approximately how long ‘till their next lighthouse
would be on the air. There were a lot of hams listening because each new location got a huge
pile up. My station puts out 100 watts on a folded dipole antenna. I could hear many of the
stations calling with a lot more power and very clear signals. I waited till things got quiet
and transmitted my call sign “KC3BXC”. The light house group returned my call each time.
My signal reports were not the best. But I got to make the contacts. It showed me you don’t
have to have the highest antenna, most expensive, fanciest, biggest, most powerful station. |
just had to wait ‘till conditions made it possible for me to be heard. This was quite exciting
for me! They most definitely heard me. This day I had my very first contact with a light-
house. Turns out this was a group that planned to put seven different lighthouses on the air
that day (I found this web page a few days later https://wlsye.org/?p=4126 ).

I was just doing some house chores and could listen for them to boat, set up and transmit

from the next lighthouse. Each time there would be a huge pileup! I just waited until the fre-
quency got less busy and put out my call. They came back each time. I got to make all seven
lighthouse contacts. This is one great day of radio I will long remember!

So what about you? Did you have something fun you got to do with your radio hobby
this winter? Share it with me. I would be delighted to hear from you and share your fun with
the rest of the cQRM readers.

Till next month 73 KC3BXC clear but I'll be listening...

Be courteous on the air, be safe and have fun with your hobby.

Page 12 THE eQRM


https://w1sye.org/?p=4126

Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? This page is for
anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA community and beyond. Please send me your
article that you would like posted on this page. Please, only topics and language in good taste. As the
editor I reserve the option to post it or ignore it. Send your dime to me at: / g’
ke3bxc.73@gmail.com @

The 2019 Winter Field Day activity for the BVARA was scaled back this year from the last
two years based on immediate local events that limited the scope of our activity. Winter was rearing
it's ugly head and some home plumbing issues seemed to clog things up as well. But hams like to par-
ticipate in contests and have begun to embrace this new wintertime activity. No, our members are not
UPers (Upper Peninsula of Michigan) or Canadians (who thrive on winter activities and ice hockey)
but we do enjoy breaking up the winter months with a fun contest. Fun it was for four of us who con-
gregated at the home of Rich, K3SOM to endure the 'harsh' environment of a heated home with flush
toilets in winter, with some lingering plumbing problems, but with some antennas that could be used
with the contest 'Home' category with much better results but with a reduced multiplier.

High 'fives' abounded as our elusive ARRL EWA Section was worked. Then the Northwest Territo-
ries of Canada, VES8, was entered into our log followed by three Hawaii stations. High 'fives' contin-
ued when North and South Dakota, New Mexico, and all of New York and Florida ARRL Sections
were entered into our log. We were having fun! It became evident that a budding DXer was among us
with contacts on 40 meters with Bulgaria and Poland. The SotaBeams Contest Console was his favor-
ite tool as he would 'lip sync' the words to his pre-recorded melodious version of 'CQ Contest!'

Giant Eagle doughnuts and chocolate brownies, home-made lemon squares, potato chips and French
Onion dip as well as DiGiorno Pizza for dinner - the food staples for ham radio contest activity were
enthusiastically consumed. To round it out, Ethiopian Mokamba coffee, hot apple cider, and hot
chocolate beverages complemented our gourmet palates. No Golden Corral for these hams!

When all of the dust settled, Jim Allen -
KC3IXE, Rich Soltesz - K3SOM, Mick
Pyzoha - N3OJP, and Tony Pavilonis -
WO6PEF worked as a team to make 390
contacts on 20, 40, and 80 meters with two
SDR radios at 100 watts, a doublet antenna
for 40 and 80 meters, and a Yagi beam for
20 meters. Our exchange was W3SGJ, 2H,
WPA and we're very proud of it!

Rich - K3SOM
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TECHNICIAN SEMINAR

Are you interested in passing your first
FCC test to get an Amateur Radio License?

Pass Your

RADIO

Technician Class Test

We are taking applicant sign ups for a class March 2019 Technician Class. Clas-
ses will be on Saturdays. There is a twenty dollar fee for class materials.

Please contact Jack Spencer at (412) 427-0427
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