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On the cover: 
Field Day is ham radio's open house. Every June, more than 35,000 hams 

throughout North America set up temporary transmitting stations in public places 

to demonstrate ham radio's science, skill and service to our communities and our 

nation. It combines public service, emergency preparedness, community out-

reach, and technical skills all in a single event. Field Day has been an annual 

event since 1933, and remains the most popular event in ham radio.  

The eQRM is a publication of the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association (BVARA) and is Copyright 

2010 - 2017. All material presented in this publication is not necessarily the views of the American 

Radio Relay League (ARRL), BVARA, or members of the said organizations. If you would like to contact 

the editor of the eQRM, please email David at kc3bxc.73@gmail.com. Please visit us online at 

www.W3SGJ.org. To subscribe to our newsletter, please visit W3SGJ.org/newsletter.php 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 

Saturday before the monthly club 

meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 

Beaver County 

Emergency Services Center 

351 14th Street 

Ambridge, PA 15003 

on the second Thursday of every month 

(unless otherwise stated). 

2017 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Mark Kavic, KB3LED 

2nd Vice Pres.: Rob Miller, N3OJL 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT 

Director: Bob Winkle, N3AZZ 

Director: Bob Croft, KB3RHN 

Trustee: Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

Who We Are 

2017 MEETING DATES   

Jun 08 

Jul 14 

Aug 12 Corn Roast  

Sep 14 

Oct 12 

Nov 09 

Dec 09 Christmas Party 

Jan 11 

Feb 09 

Mar 08 
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BVARA Club Feature Presentation 
This Month: 

Speaker: 

Rich Soltesz 

K3SOM 

Topic: 
Newly Licensed Ham! Now What? 

 

Including: 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our topic this month describes a sit-

uation that most newly licensed hams are facing.  Now that they have their license, where do 

they go from here?  With so many possible paths to take, which path is the óyellow brick roadô 

that can lead to fun and enjoyment and possibly personal fulfillment?  

 

First, weôll look to the new Technician-Class ham and examine some possible paths they may 

wish to take.  Some questions should be asked and personally answered first to help provide 

some guidance to these new órookieô hams.  Even before equipment and antennas are consid-

ered, these questions really become helpful in the many selection processes and decisions that 

will first be needed for this ójourneyô.  There are no órightô or ówrongô answers here, a different 

path can easily be chosen or an old path revisited with little repercussions.  Have no fear, 

óElmerô is here!  

 

Few barriers exist ï including age, sex, education, or handicaps just to name a few.  After all, 

you passed that Technician test and the door is now wide open for you to explore. 

 

If youôve just upgraded with the General-Class exam, you probably are much more focused on 

new areas that you want to pursue now that your privileges have increased. Itôs time to take aim 

on that new direction that you want to take. 

 

But wait, thereôs more!  What equipment should I buy and what about a good antenna?  This 

can be almost overwhelming. Whether you are a beginner or a veteran ham, bring your ques-

tions and/or experience to the meeting because this is one exciting presentation that you wonôt 

want to miss.  

 

Richôs Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 

Photo Courtesy of ARRL Publications  



More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come 

join us at our Thursday morning break-

fast. 

 

See you  

Thursday at 

 

¢ƘŜ Ŝvwa ǳǊƎŜǎ ŀƭƭ 

.ŜŀǾŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƭƛπ

ŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊǎ ǘƻ 

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ w!/9{ 

ŀƴŘ !w9{ ǇǊƻπ

ƎǊŀƳǎΦ 

!ƴȅ .ŜŀǾŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎπ

ƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ w!/π

9{κ!w9{ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 

Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǎƻ ōȅ ŎƘŜŎƪπ

ƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǾŜǊ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŜǊπ

ǾƛŎŜ bŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ƳŜŜǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ aƻƴπ

Řŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ уΥол 

ta ƭƻŎŀƭ ǝƳŜ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ bо¢b мпсΦурл 

aIȊ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊ 

όмомΦу t[ύ 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 



Propagation 
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PROPAGATION 

The East Coast propagation chart listed here is for June 2017. 

If you would like more information in general, please visit http://www.arrl.org/propagation 

http://www.arrl.org/propagation


ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 

 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 

 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 

 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 

 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 

 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash, check, or money order. 

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 

Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 

Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

(724) 847-0610 

k3som@arrl.net 

If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 

your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur Ra-

dio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examinations) 

the second Thursday of each month at the Nine One One center in 

Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to our 

BVARA Club meeting. If there is no 

meeting there is no test session. Please 

come take your test with us! 


