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On the Cover : The BVARA wishes you a very happy 

and peaceful Thanksgiving. 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 

Saturday before the monthly club 

meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 

Beaver County 

Emergency Services Center 

351 14th Street 

Ambridge, PA 15003 

on the second Thursday of every month 

(unless otherwise stated). 

2019 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP 

2nd Vice Pres.: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT 

Director: Tony Pavilonis, W6PEF 

Director: Bob Winkle, N3AZZ 

Trustee: Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

  

Who We Are 

Club Meetings 2019 

Nov 14 

Dec  07 Christmas Party 

 (no club meeting) 

 

Jan 09 2020 

Feb 13 

Mar 12 

Apr 08 

May 14 

Jun 11 

Jul 09 

Aug Club Picnic TBA 
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This Month 
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This Month: 
Speaker: 

Club Members and You 

Topic: 

Roundtable Help with Questions from You 

Including: 

New to ham radio?  Are you wondering about new digital modes with your equipment?  Maybe 

you have questions about antennas, setting up your station, how to make an HF contact, or how 

to interface your computer to your ham equipment.  Perhaps your questions are even more basic 

like rules and regulations, which bands are best to use, where to find operating resources like 

band plans, what to do after you make contacts and how do you save or conveniently create a 

useful log.  Maybe you have problems with annoying noise or need help in selecting some 

equipment.  The list goes on and on . . . 

 

We’ve been approached as a club to provide help in answering your questions.  On November 

14th at our monthly club meeting, a roundtable discussion with your participation is planned.  

You don’t have to be a member of the BVARA; you may just have a question or two that’s been 

bothering you about our ham radio hobby.  In fact, you could be new to the hobby or a seasoned 

veteran with questions.  Whether it’s technical or about rules/regulations or operating or equip-

ment, we want to help you.  We’ll start our roundtable around 7:15 PM at the Beaver County 

Emergency Services Center at 351 14th Street, Ambridge, PA 15003.  Please join us with your 

questions! 

Rich’s Background: 

K3SOM - Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 
Steel sharpens steel, 

come get sharpened or 

sharpen a fellow Ham. 



More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come 

join us at our Thursday morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

Thursday at 

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES 

and ARES pro-

grams. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is 

interested in partic-

ipating in the RAC-

ES/ARES programs 

can do so by check-

ing into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on 

the N3TN 146.850 

MHz repeater 

(131.8 PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM urges all county hams to participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order and serve 

you something  

delicious. 

 



Propagation 
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PROPAGATION 

The East Coast propagation chart listed here is for November 2019. 

If you would like more information in general, please visit http://www.arrl.org/propagation 

http://www.arrl.org/propagation


ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 

 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 

 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 

 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 

 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 

 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash, check, or money order. 

 

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 

Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 

Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

(724) 847-0610 

k3som@arrl.net 

If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading your current 

amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association holds VE 

Test sessions (Volunteer Examinations) the second Thursday of each month at 

the Nine One One center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to our BVARA Club 

meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test session. Please come take your 

test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

Here are the successful participants in our VE process this month : 

 

We had no candidates who tested for a license or for an upgrade to their license. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Membership Information 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership 5.00   _______ 

One year ARRL membership    49.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation        _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No    Total Enclosed _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email   __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 



 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Radio Sport     
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Bits and Pieces 
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Hello All, 

 I wish you a very Happy and Peaceful 

Thanksgiving along with the BVARA! I am looking 

forward to good food and a great visit with family & 

friends. I pray you the same. May this be your best 

Thanksgiving yet! 

 I have been playing a game of antenna pole 

installation, rain and dirt cave-in when it comes to 

installing my phone pole for my new HF antenna. I 

bail the water out of the hole, remove the caved in 

dirt and get set up to have some help and, and, and then the rain has a different plan for me. 

This is getting ridiculous! I got the weather to cooperate the other day and then the tractor got 

sick. I am stubbornly determined to get this antenna up! It may be snowing and blowing but 

this pole is going in the ground. Stay tuned… 

 I talked to Rich Soltesz, K3SOM the other day. He told me that last weekend the radio 

bands were full of activity on all of the HF contest bands. There was a worldwide radio con-

test going on. He went on to say it was so much fun! Rich said many hams think the bands are 

dead because of the lack of sunspots. Not true. There just aren’t many hams transmitting. My 

advice, get on the air! You won’t know who is listening till you call CQ. I suspect there are a 

lot of hams listening but not initiating a QSO. Get on the air. Don’t wait for spotting software 

to let you know someone is on the air. Come on, get the lead out, get on the air and call CQ. 

See if anyone comes back to you. Be patient, deliberate and have a great time. 

 This month at the BVARA Club meeting we are going to have a “Hams of the Round 

Table”. I personally invite you to come. This is your opportunity to ask/receive as well as 

give information about our radio hobby. We will have a very informal Round Table discus-

sion. Do not be intimidated! No one knows it all. Please come if just for me. I need all the ex-

perience and expertise you have to share with me. I am writing a list of things I want to ask 

and discuss right now so I am prepared before the round table meeting. Please come. You can 

ask and/or you can teach. This promises to be a really great time. Come to the Club meeting 

November 14th for the round table event. This Club meeting will be the last one for the year. 

We will be having the Christmas Party in December. We will have our next time together in 

January of 2020. 

 

 Till next month 73 KC3BXC clear but  I’ll be listening… 

Be courteous on the air, be safe and have fun with your hobby.  



It’s Your Dime 
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 Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? 

This page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA community and 

beyond. Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. Please, 

only topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to post it or 

ignore it. Send your dime to me at:  kc3bxc.73@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  I need your help : 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As described last month, we need more club photos from previous years and previous 

club events so that we can begin adding club depth by including these photos in our 

newsletter.  All photos will be quickly returned to you after we digitize them.  Please 

contact Rich - K3SOM with or for additional information. 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com

