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               I know we get tired of rain but it is true we 
need the water. With the rain does come beautiful flowers. Be a duck, 
enjoy the rain. On the farm my duck does. 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Services 
Center  (A.K.A. The 911 Center ) 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2025 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Larry Homich, KC3RSOS  

2nd Vice Pres.: Greg Burns KCTFW  

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Tom Stoops N3XC  

Director: Tony Pavilonis, K3AHP 

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Director: Douglas Lawrence K3GTX 
 

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

2025 
  
Apr 10 
May 08 
Jun 12 
Jul 10 
Aug  Corn Roast 
Sep 11 
Oct 09 
Nov 13 
Dec Christmas Party 
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April  01 



This Month 
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This Month: 
Speaker: 

Rich Soltesz 

K3SOM 

Topic: 
Your Radio Goals and Achieving Them 

 

Including: 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our topic this month is a 

bit different than many of our previous topics.  Although the focus is on high fre-

quency activities, the concepts can be applied to VHF and UHF operating as well. 

 

We’ll begin by helping you to set your goals that you wish to achieve, whether they 

involve operating nets, talking to your buddies, ‘rag chewing’, serious contesting, 

station automation, etc.  Next, we’ll talk about what is involved in making a success-

ful contact that can be tailored to one or more of your goals. 

 

Then we’ll consider what constraints you need to consider such as cost, your loca-

tion, the size of your property, a Home Owner Association (HOA) rule, support of 

your goals by your significant other, etc. 

 

The importance of each piece of equipment including the location of your station op-

eration and its impact on many aspects of your life.  This part could be quite interest-

ing!  

 

But wait, there’s more!  You already know what is most important and I’ll give you 

some hints: It’s bigger than a breadbox, could be horizontal, vertical, NVIS, portable, 

or even POTA.  It’s where you can get the most ‘bang for your buck’.  This is one 

presentation you won’t want to miss! 

 

Rich’s Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 



More this Month 
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     Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and 

those interested in amateur 

radio are encouraged to 

come join us at our Thurs-

day morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this Month : 

March 2025 VE Test Session Results 

Our March VE Test Session had two candidates, with one candidate who achieved the 

highest class of Amateur Radio by passing his Extra test. Our electronic filing system 

once again worked superbly.   

Testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency Ser-

vices Center in Ambridge, PA.  Our next VE Test Session will be on March 13th, 

2025.   

Congratulations to: 

• Dan Wilkes, KA3QIF, Extra, Coraopolis, PA 

If you hear him on the air, please congratulate him on his achievement! All of our 

BVARA testing would not be possible without the help of the following Extra-Class 

VE Team members: 

Keith Custard – KC3TMC 

Reg Genola – W3REG 

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP 

Scott Pelkofer - KC3KYZ 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM  

Ron Victorelli – KC3TZT 

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ and 

Frank Witkowski – W3FJW 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 One year ARRL membership          59.00          _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No   Total Enclosed          _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Of Interest to All 



 

 

Scientists and engineers have been making 

huge advances in electrical technology specifically benefiting the electric car industry. 

Batteries have been the standard of the electric car industry for power storage. With 

the demand for more electric cars, new ways to store electricity to power them has been  

advanced… There have been two areas of the research. 

First is the huge advance in capacitor electrical technology. Advanced capacitors 

can now accept an electric charge faster than batteries and a smaller size relative to batteries 

is also noteworthy. The smaller size and lighter weight give the cars a longer run time en-

hancing distances traveled between charges. With less weight electric trucks will be able to 

carry a heavier pay load. Quicker recharges will also enable a faster return to the road to 

deliver their payload. 

The second important area of advance is in the crystal growth industry. Crystals in 

the form of semi-conductors have been long used in many ways with electricity. One major 

advancement in the past was the invention of transistors. Transistors had a profound effect 

on all electronics, and semiconductors as a whole continue today. Radios and TVs got 

much smaller, energy efficiency increased, and many more improvements were made. The 

semi-conductor revolution is for another complete article. I don’t want to go into much 

more detail. 

 Back to capacitor advancement; traditional electrolytic capacitors in a simple de-

scription have two conductive plates separated with an insulator. The new capacitor has two 

specially shaped conductors separated by a semi-conductor. The semi-conductor can act as 

a conductor or an insulator. The semi-conductor is a minimally flexible crystal. This flexi-

bility aids in the ability of the capacitor to be shaped many ways. This means they can be 

incorporated / placed anywhere in the vehicle.  

 Here is the major advance. During charging, the semi-conductor has a small electri-
cal charge placed on it causing almost a dead short. This has the effect of making the capac-
itor able to charge at an impressively fast rate! Due to the shape of the conductive plates, a 
much higher charge can be taken. This higher charge makes the capacitor capable of storing 
more energy than a battery of the same size. Batteries can no longer compete with capaci-
tors. The advanced capacitors can charge much faster and hold a larger charge, pound for 
pound.  
 The CEO for “Thomas Fulls Electronics” expects the new capacitors to become in-
corporated in electric cars and trucks in the spring of 2027. The advanced capacitor compa-
ny will be run by and named for his daughter April. 
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Electric vehicle 

Advancements 

Of Interest to All 



Special Events for April 2025* 
Selected Events of Interest to BVARA Members 
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*Courtesy of ARRL.org, QST Magazine, Special Event Stations, April 2025 

Of Interest to All 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The following message is from the groups.io page of K3MJW regarding the Bus 

Ride to the Dayton Hamvention from the Beaver County Triple ‘A’ organization: 

 This is a reminder that the Triple 'A" Amateur Radio Association in Beaver County 
is sponsoring a coach trip to the Dayton Hamvention on May 17; the cost is $100 and in-
cludes your seat on the coach and your admission ticket to the Hamvention.  The coach 
leaves at 3:00 AM from the Northern Lights Shopping Center on Rt 65 in Baden; we will 
stop for breakfast while enroute, with an approximate arrival time of 8:30-8:45 AM; the 
coach will leave the Hamvention at 5:30, stop for dinner along the way and return to North-
ern Lights at approximately 10:00 PM. Cutoff date for reservations is April 15, so if you're 
interested please get in contact with Bill Bozek, N2MQK at 724-709-5986 as soon as possi-
ble to get your reservation in; seats are going fast, so lock yours in before they're all 
gone!  Remember, you can't drive to Dayton and back as cheaply as what you're getting for 
a comfortable coach ride, ham radio fellowship, some new ham gear and memories of a 
great experience!  Hope to see you on the trip!!! 
73, 
Dom Bedolatti, N3EJL 
President, Triple 'A' ARA, Inc. 
ACS/ RACES Officer 
ARRL/ ARES Emergency Coordinator, 
Beaver County, PA 
724-987-3018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Thanks to K3MJW groups.io and to Dom Bedolatti, N3EJL from the Triple ‘A’ ARA, Inc) 
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Of Interest to All 
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Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? This 

page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA community and be-

yond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. Please, only 

topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to post it or ig-

nore it. Send your dime to me at: kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


For sale 

Yaesu VL-1000 Linear Amplifier and Matching 

VP-1000 Power Supply 

 

Albert Belardia, WA3GFM, 86, passed away on Tuesday (September 27, 2022) at his home 

in Aliquippa, PA.  Al was an active member in the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association 

and spent hours reaching out to amateur radio operators all over the globe.  He made friends 

with contacts in over 320 Countries and on every Continent. With confirmed DXCC contacts 

on over 4-½ HF bands, Al was this close, to his goal of five-band D 

 

 

For sale is his VL-1000 HF / 50 MHz Solid-State Linear Amplifier and VP-1000 matching 

Power Supply that operates on 120 to 230 VAC.  The Linear Amplifier includes a built-in 

auto-sense tuner with 240 memories.  Connecting to a non-Yaesu transceiver is also possible 

because the internal processor will measure the transceiver frequency and automatically 

switch to the appropriate band and auto tuner settings.  The estate asked the BVARA to assist 

in finding suitable homes for his prized equipment. 

 

 

 

Of Interest to All 
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Continued on 

next page 



 

 

  

 

 

 Included with the Linear Amplifier and Power Supply are: 

 

Original 2005 invoice 

User manuals for each unit 

Factory/vendor triple boxes for each unit 

Power Supply service invoice document  

AC power cord with a 20-Amp, 220 VAC twist-lock plug 

DC cable that runs from the P/S to the amp 

Data Band 1 cable (8-pin DIN <-> 8-pin DIN, 2 meter) 

Data Band 2 cable (D-sub 15-pin <-> 1/8” miniature, 2 meter) 

Connecting cables for non-Yaesu transceivers (ALC and Transmit 

cables are not included but are straight forward.  All amplifier 

connectors are described in the 20-page User Manual) 
 

 
Last year the unit was unboxed, connected to a suitable dummy load and powered up on all 

bands to verify its operability.  The attached photo shows full output on the 10-meter band. 

Al, WA3GFM was the original and only owner of the equipment and was a non-smoker. He 

was meticulously proud of his equipment and always took excellent care of all of his ham 

radio equipment. 

 

 
The club is asking $2,400 for both units and would consider a reasonable offer.  These units 

are in excellent condition and would be a welcome addition to your station.  Questions and 

serious inquiries should be directed to Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP at (724) 612-8043 (cell 

phone) who performed the check-out and operability of the units. 

 
 

 
                                                                                                         Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

Of Interest to All 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

April  2025       Could be the Month with the Most QSO Parties  

 
Two Rivers ARC 53rd Annual Hamfest, Lincoln Boro VFD, Elizabeth, PA, April 6th  

 

State QSO Parties: 

Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, April 5th – 6th 

Texas, New Mexico, Georgia, April 12th – 13th  

Nebraska, Michigan, Ontario, Quebec, April 19th – 20th  

Florida, April 26th – 27th  

 

State Parks On The Air (POTA) QSO Parties: 

Florida, Georgia, April 5th – 6th 

 

Tri-State Radio Fest, Sunday April 28th at the Center Stage Banquet Hall in Monaca, 

PA 1495 Old Broadhead Road. The BVARA will have a Table there with some interest-

ing memorabilia as well as some select items for sale. 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

May 2025 

 
 Lots of good stuff , I’ll keep you posted next month. 
 

Of Interest to All 
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BVARA  



Bits and Pieces 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  1 8  

 

Hello all, 

 Mother Nature sure has been teasing us. Nice and warm 

one day then we wake to a snow dusting and rain. Wow, so 

much rain. This is April and rain is what is expected now. The 

beautiful flowers are the payment for putting up with all the 

rain. Thanks, Mother Nature. 

 What are your radio hobby plans? Will you be attending 

some hamfests? Maybe there are some major upgrades to your station in the works? I have 

some improvements I want to make. I have a 500-watt amp, a tuner and a new HF antenna just 

waiting to make it to the working side of my radio desk. With spring time on the farm, there is 

little time for radio pleasures. I just need to be more efficient with my work schedule…I think. 

All good things in all good time. But gee whiz, I sure can’t wait to hook these station improve-

ments up! What about you? 

 Recently I made my first out of the United States contact. I have been an amateur extra 

radio operator for over ten years. I was on 40 meters one evening (03 March 2025) tuning 

around. I had the privilege to contact VE2HOG, Chad from Temiscaming, Canada. We had a 

wonderful 5-9 QSO for about an hour. This contact made me so excited! Other radio operators 

may find this a small achievement, for me it is huge!  I was so excited I had to share my radio 

experience with someone that would appreciate my excitement. Thanks for listening and hu-

moring me Rich K3SOM. I am so happy with my first country contact that wasn’t in the US in 

my log. What is your first out of the US contact? Did you get as worked up as I am? I am still 

excited! I hope you share in the radio excitement of this ham. 

 Speaking of things that I can’t wait for. Field Day is not too far away! If you have read 

this newsletter for any amount of time you know my Christmas child-like love for Radio Field 

Day! What do you want to do for Field Day? Please by all means get involved in every way 

you can. Do what ever you can. It can be a small thing or large. What ever you do just get in-

volved! If you are part of the BVARA your participation is greatly appreciated! Get in the ex-

citement and have some radio fun! It’s never to early to plan for Field Day. 

 The article about advanced capacitors in electric vehicles on page 11 may have some 

merit in the radio hobby. Be sure to read about it. 

Till next month… 

 

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring. 

 

73 KC3BXC 



 

Radio Sport 
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