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MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Services 
Center  (A.K.A. The 911 Center ) 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2025 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Vice President: Larry Homich, KC3ROS 

2nd Vice Pres.: Greg Burns KCTFW  

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Tom Stoops N3XC  

Director: Doug Lawrence, K3GTX  

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

 
2026 Meeting Dates 
Apr 09 
May 14 
Jun 11 
Jun 27-28 Summer Field Day 
Jul 09 
Aug 08 Corn Roast 
Aug 13  
Sep 10 
Oct 08 
Nov 12 
Dec 05 Christmas Party 
           at 5:00 pm 
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April fools time 



This Month 
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Special Roundtable Session: 
 

Speakers: BVARA Club Members and You 

Topic: Roundtable Help with Questions from You 
 

What’s It All About: 

New to ham radio? Are you wondering about new digital modes with 

your equipment?  Maybe you have questions about antennas, setting up 

your station, how to make an HF contact, or how to interface your com-

puter to your ham equipment.  Perhaps your questions are even more 

basic like rules and regulations, which bands are best to use, where to 

find operating resources like band plans, what to do after you make con-

tacts and how do you save or conveniently create a useful log. Maybe 

you have problems with annoying noise or need help in selecting some 

equipment. The list goes on and on . . . 
 

After our April club business meeting, our roundtable discussion with 

your participation is planned.  You don’t have to be a member of the 

BVARA; you may just have a question or two that’s been bothering you 

about our ham radio hobby.  In fact, you could be new to the hobby or a 

seasoned veteran with questions.  Whether it’s technical or about rules/

regulations or operating or equipment, we want to help you.  Perhaps 

your question involves unique HF, VHF, or UHF operating or perhaps 

some of the newer digital modes.  Your question could help others with 

the same issues!   
 

We’ve even had requests from club members to discuss the ways to set 

up a log and how others QSL their contacts.  Are the rules different for 

DXpeditions?  Are QSL cards a thing of the past?  Your thoughts would 

be interesting! 
 

We’ll start our roundtable around 7:30 PM at the Beaver County Emer-

gency Services Center at 351 14th Street, Ambridge, PA 15003.  Please 

join us with your questions!  
 

Rich Soltesz - K3SOM 

Extra Class Ham 

BVARA VE Liaison 



More this Month 
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     Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and 

those interested in amateur 

radio are encouraged to 

come join us at our Thurs-

day morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  7  

BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this Month : 

March 2026 VE Test Session Results 

Our March VE Test Session had five candidates who mostly achieved their Amateur 

Radio goals by passing their Technician test or upgrading their license class. Our 

electronic filing system continues to work superbly.   

Testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency Ser-

vices Center in Ambridge, PA.  Our next VE Test Session will be on April 9th, 2026. 

   

With newly assigned call signs, congratulations to: 

Ali McDaniels, KD3CVB, Technician, Baden, PA  

Quinten Greenholt, KD3CVA, Technician and General, Oakdale, PA 

Allan Jarrett, KD3CLM, General, Prospect, PA 

Spencer Greenholt, KD3YHD, Extra, Oakdale, PA  

 

If you hear them on the air, please congratulate them on their achievement! All of our 

BVARA testing would not be possible 

without the help of the following Extra-

Class VE Team members: 

Keith Custard – KC3TMC 

Reg Genola – W3REG 

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP 

Scott Pelkofer - KC3KYZ 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM  

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ and 

Frank Witkowski – W3FJW 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

       Total Enclosed          _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No  

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Are you looking for a Road Trip? 
 

This hamfest is in Delaware. 
 
 
 

On page 14 and 15  is a hamfest that is pretty far away... 
 

Attending their event would be fun!  
 

If you have an interest in attending on page 15 are some hotel suggestions. 
 
 
 
 

Let me know if you attend this one. 
 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” 

for ten cents? This page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the 

BVARA community and beyond.  

Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. Please, 

only topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to 

post it or ignore it. Send your dime to me at:                     

  kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 
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It’s your dime 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com
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Of Interest to All 



 

A new invention for antenna tuning 

 

A tuning stub is simply a short section of wire electrically connected to an antenna 

(cut to the proper length) to “tune” an antenna to the desired frequency or frequencies for 

the antenna. 

A Bell Chemical engineer has discovered a new plastic that turns to liquid when ex-

posed to high-spectrum ultra violet light. This new plastic quickly returns to a solid state 

when no longer exposed to the light. The new plastic is called melted unicorn fluid (MUF) . 

A ham radio operator came up with a very novel idea of how put this new plastic to work in 

a valuable application. He designed a tuning stub for ham radio antennas.  

 The ham, Maui Chimera (call sign Ta6niwha) is from the Pacific Islands. He used a 

black plastic tube, much like a hydraulic cylinder, and an accumulator tank to hold the uni-

corn fluid plastic. The black tube and accumulator tank block unwanted light from “melting 

the plastic”. He suffused some iron filings that were copper treated in with the unicorn plas-

tic. Inside the tank and tube are LEDs of the correct UV spectrum of light.  

 Remember using the child toy that had iron filings in it and you put hair on a face? 

The toy had a raised plastic bubble cover over a cartoon man’s face… It may have been 

called Mr. Hairy? You used a magnet to move the iron filings. You used the magnet to pick 

up the “hair” placed it in on the face by pulling the magnet away from the cover. 

 Using that same principle, the ham fashioned an electric magnet field inside the 

tube. The copper covered iron filings moved in a straight line. This made a kind of wire in 

the liquid plastic. As soon as the light was turned off, the iron filings stayed in a line mak-

ing a kind of wire. This method can be used to “tune” the connected antenna. This also fa-

cilitates multiple frequency tuning. Because the plastic fluid can be liquid or solid in a mat-

ter of seconds, it is great for use in the antenna tuning for hams. 

 Maui connected the ends of the hydronic cylinder to a ham radio antenna. To 

lengthen or shorten the hydraulic tube, fluid plastic is pushed into or out of the hydraulic 

tube via the accumulator tank. The enclosed wire can be “tuned” for use as a variable an-

tenna tuning stub. It can be tuned over and over. 

 Details are still a little experimental but it seems to work well on April first. 
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Of Interest to All 

melted unicorn fluid 



BVARA Coming Attractions 

   
 

 April 2026 

 

  Louisiana QSO Party, April 4th – 5th 

  Mississippi QSO Party, April 4th – 5th  

  New Mexico QSO Party, April 11th – 12th  

  Missouri QSO Party, April 11th – 12th 

  North Dakota QSO Party, April 11th – 12th  

  Georgia QSO Party, April 11th – 12th    

  Michigan QSO Party, April 18th – 19th  

  Ontario QSO Party, April 18th – 19th 

  Quebec QSO Party, April 18th – 19th   

  Nebraska QSO Party, April 25th – 27th 

  Florida QSO Party, April 25th – 26th 

 

 State Parks on the Air: 
 

  * Florida State Parks on the Air, April 17th – 20th 

  * Texas State Parks on the Air, April 18th – 19th 

   * Georgia State Parks on the Air, April 18th – 19th 

 

 

ARRL Rookie Roundup, SSB, April 19
th

, 3.5 – 28 MHz
  

 

Rookie Roundup is a contest aimed at Amateurs licensed for three years or less.  This six-

hour event is held three times per year (April, August and December).  Rookies can contact 

anybody, while "Old Timers" make contact with only Rookies.  Just be sure that your license 

class allows you to operate on that band, frequency, and mode.  Mentoring is a big part of 

this event! 

 

POTA in the sun and rain, all month long! 

Of Interest to All 
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Bits and Pieces 
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Hello all, 

 April is my favorite newsletter 

month. It is spring time in western Pennsyl-

vania and it means there is a kind of radio 

spring fever. There are hamfests, new radio 

gear or possible new outdoor upgrades to 

our ham stations. For me, I am looking for-

ward to a new antenna and attending some 

hamfests. What have you got planned this 

year? 

  I have wanted to put up a horizontal 

loop for so long I keep wondering if I will 

ever get it installed. Life is just so busy and 

my radio hobby takes a back seat to other 

priorities. I enjoy radio. I enjoy broadcast, using a scanner and of course the amateur bands. No 

matter what I am doing I try to listen to some kind of radio signals. I have had an interest in 

radio as long as I can remember, even as a very small child. 

 One of my earliest memories is from when I was around three years old. I was sitting 

on someone’s lap listening to a ham radio. I was so little I don’t remember who I was sitting 

with. I sort of remember a large boat anchor radio. I remember the lit tubes inside the radio and 

the smell of the radio as it was heating up. I remember that the person I was sitting with was 

very excited about radio and it rubbed off on me! What is your “radio story”? 

 I hope I have gotten your radio sap running. Get out and have some radio fun. Whatever 

you do please be safe. Try something new in your technical journey! 

 Enjoy our radio hobby!  

Have fun. 

I have had my hands full this month, the newsletter is quite late.  

Please allow me some dispensation.  

Till next month, 

 

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring. 
 

73 KC3BXC 



 

Radio Sport 
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