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               Hello Spring  flowers! I think we are all 
ready for Winter to be over. For the last few years we have been spoiled 
with very mild winters. This Winter has been pretty normal; but I am 
ready... come on Spring!  



MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Services 
Center  (A.K.A. The 911 Center ) 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2025 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Larry Homich, KC3RSOS  

2nd Vice Pres.: Greg Burns KCTFW  

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Tom Stoops N3XC  

Director: Tony Pavilonis, K3AHP 

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Director: Douglas Lawrence K3GTX 
 

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

2025 
Mar 13 
Apr 10 
May 08 
Jun 12 
Jul 10 
Aug  Corn Roast 
Sep 11 
Oct 09 
Nov 13 
Dec Christmas Party 
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This Month 
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Special Roundtable Session: 
 

Speakers: BVARA Club Members and You 

Topic: Roundtable Help with Questions from You 
 

What’s It All About: 

New to ham radio? Are you wondering about new digital modes with 

your equipment?  Maybe you have questions about antennas, setting up 

your station, how to make an HF contact, or how to interface your com-

puter to your ham equipment.  Perhaps your questions are even more 

basic like rules and regulations, which bands are best to use, where to 

find operating resources like band plans, what to do after you make con-

tacts and how do you save or conveniently create a useful log. Maybe 

you have problems with annoying noise or need help in selecting some 

equipment. The list goes on and on . . . 
 

After our March club business meeting, our roundtable discussion with 

your participation is planned.  You don’t have to be a member of the 

BVARA; you may just have a question or two that’s been bothering you 

about our ham radio hobby.  In fact, you could be new to the hobby or a 

seasoned veteran with questions.  Whether it’s technical or about rules/

regulations or operating or equipment, we want to help you. Perhaps 

your question involves unique HF, VHF, or UHF operating or perhaps 

some of the newer digital modes.  Your question could help others with 

the same issues!   
 

We’ve even had requests from club members to discuss How to set up 

Echolink and What is Winlink and how to set it up. Any volunteers? 
 

We’ll start our roundtable around 7:15 PM at the Beaver County Emer-

gency Services Center at 351 14th Street, Ambridge, PA 15003.  Please 

join us with your questions!  
 

Rich Soltesz - K3SOM 

Extra Class Ham 

BVARA VE Liaison 



More this Month 
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     Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and 

those interested in amateur 

radio are encouraged to 

come join us at our Thurs-

day morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this Month : 

February 2025 VE Test Session Results 

Our February VE Test Session had one candidate, who achieved his Technician li-

cense class. Our electronic filing system once again worked superbly.   

Testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency Ser-

vices Center in Ambridge, PA.  Our next VE Test Session will be on March 13th, 

2025.   

Congratulations to: 

Travis Hermann, KD3AQD, Industry, PA 

If you hear him on the air, please congratulate him on his achievement! All of our 

BVARA testing would not be possible without the help of the following Extra-Class 

VE Team members: 

Keith Custard – KC3TMC 

Reg Genola – W3REG 

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP 

Scott Pelkofer - KC3KYZ 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM  

Ron Victorelli – KC3TZT 

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ and 

Frank Witkowski – W3FJW 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 One year ARRL membership          59.00          _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No   Total Enclosed          _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



Our 1
st
 Annual BVARA CW Roundup 

On Thursday, February 27th 2025, from 7:00 to 8:30 PM EST, we held our 1st Annual 

BVARA-hosted CW Roundup.  The purpose of this roundup was to encourage all classes 

of hams, whether Technician, General, or Extra to spend some time communicating with a 

digital mode that is nearly 200 years old. 

Let’s first take a look at some of the history that boasts such a long and continuous use for 

communications1,2. 

• In 1832, while returning by ship from studying art in Europe, Samuel F. B. Morse con-

ceived the idea of an electric telegraph as the result of hearing a conversation about the 

newly discovered electromagnet.  

• He probably made his first working model by 1835. 

• By 1838 Leonard Gale and Alfred Vail became partners in Morse’s telegraph rights and 

had developed the system of dots and dashes that became known throughout the world 

as the Morse Code.  

• Owning full rights through patent ownership has always been a valuable credential for 

ideas, particularly at a time where mechanical and electrical concepts were so important 

in the world’s development of communications. 

• The legal battles over the telegraph culminated in an 1854 U.S. Supreme Court decision 

that established Morse’s patent rights.  

• From clicks of an electromagnet to buzzing sounds to radio transmission via spark gaps 

and then finally to Continuous short and long Waves of sound known as CW, Morse’s 

Code lives on today. 

• The International Morse code, as finalized by the ITU in 1865 is the current representa-

tion of letters, numbers and symbols that are now still in use today. 

With this year’s participation level which was somewhat similar to the Breezeshooter’s CW 

Contest participation six days earlier, we have developed a baseline expectation that should 

enable us to improve participation next year for our 2nd Annual CW Roundup. 

So far, six Certificates of Achievement have been individually created for those hams that 

we have identified as qualified for a certificate.  At the beginning of the roundup, North-

South propagation into the Caribbean and most of South America was evident.  After about 

7:30 PM EST, that propagation ceased.  Suggestions for next year 

are always welcome. 

References: 

1 https://www.britannica.com/biography/Samuel-F-B-Morse 

2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morse_code  

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Of Interest to All 
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Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? This 

page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA community and be-

yond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. Please, only 

topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to post it or ig-

nore it. Send your dime to me at: kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


For sale 

Yaesu VL-1000 Linear Amplifier and Matching 

VP-1000 Power Supply 

 

Albert Belardia, WA3GFM, 86, passed away on Tuesday (September 27, 2022) at his home 

in Aliquippa, PA.  Al was an active member in the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association 

and spent hours reaching out to amateur radio operators all over the globe.  He made friends 

with contacts in over 320 Countries and on every Continent. With confirmed DXCC contacts 

on over 4-½ HF bands, Al was this close, to his goal of five-band D 

 

 

For sale is his VL-1000 HF / 50 MHz Solid-State Linear Amplifier and VP-1000 matching 

Power Supply that operates on 120 to 230 VAC.  The Linear Amplifier includes a built-in 

auto-sense tuner with 240 memories.  Connecting to a non-Yaesu transceiver is also possible 

because the internal processor will measure the transceiver frequency and automatically 

switch to the appropriate band and auto tuner settings.  The estate asked the BVARA to assist 

in finding suitable homes for his prized equipment. 

 

 

 

Of Interest to All 
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Continued on 

next page 



 

 

  

 

 

 Included with the Linear Amplifier and Power Supply are: 

 

Original 2005 invoice 

User manuals for each unit 

Factory/vendor triple boxes for each unit 

Power Supply service invoice document  

AC power cord with a 20-Amp, 220 VAC twist-lock plug 

DC cable that runs from the P/S to the amp 

Data Band 1 cable (8-pin DIN <-> 8-pin DIN, 2 meter) 

Data Band 2 cable (D-sub 15-pin <-> 1/8” miniature, 2 meter) 

Connecting cables for non-Yaesu transceivers (ALC and Transmit 

cables are not included but are straight forward.  All amplifier 

connectors are described in the 20-page User Manual) 
 

 
Last year the unit was unboxed, connected to a suitable dummy load and powered up on all 

bands to verify its operability.  The attached photo shows full output on the 10-meter band. 

Al, WA3GFM was the original and only owner of the equipment and was a non-smoker. He 

was meticulously proud of his equipment and always took excellent care of all of his ham 

radio equipment. 

 

 
The club is asking $2,400 for both units and would consider a reasonable offer.  These units 

are in excellent condition and would be a welcome addition to your station.  Questions and 

serious inquiries should be directed to Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP at (724) 612-8043 (cell 

phone) who performed the check-out and operability of the units. 

 
 

 
                                                                                                         Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

Of Interest to All 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

March  2025 

 
State QSO Parties: 

   Oklahoma, CW, PH, Dig, March 8th – 9th  

   Idaho, CW, PH, Dig, March 8th – 9th  

   Wisconsin, CW, PH, Dig, March 9th – 10th  

   Virginia, CW, PH, Dig, March 15th – 16th  

 

BreezeShooters, 10-Meter Ground-Wave SSB Contest, March 8th, 8 PM – 11 PM EST 

 

BreezeShooters, 10-Meter Ground-Wave Dig Contest, March 15th, 8 PM – 11 PM EST 

 

WEARS fest, Greensburg, PA Greensburg Masonic Center, March 29th   

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 April  2025 
 
Two Rivers ARC 53rd Annual Hamfest, Lincoln Boro VFD, Elizabeth, PA, April 6th  

Of Interest to All 
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BVARA  



Bits and Pieces 
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Hello all, 

 Spring is just around the corner here in western 

Pennsylvania. We will most likely have a couple of snows, 

but warmer weather is on the way. There will be all sorts 

of radio activities to get involved with. One of my favor-

ites is the hamfest season! We have had one hamfest so 

far. These fests are so much fun with the face-to-face 

QSOs, radio stuff to purchase, the old radio things we look 

at that bring back memories, good friends, food and just 

plain good fun. One of my absolute favorite things will be the magnificent, coolest, stupen-

dous, satisfying, astounding, glorious radio day… Field Day!!! I can’t wait. There will be lots 

of other radio events to keep me satisfied till then. I hope you find lots of radio activities to 

keep you involved too. 

 Spring is the time we all make upgrades and perform maintenance on our stations. Do 

you have desires to incorporate a tuner, maybe a new radio, a better antenna system, an amp, a 

microphone or etc.? Please always keep safety at your forefront. Never do anything unsafe. 

Please ask a fellow Ham to assist you. Think it completely through. When the time comes to do 

the “whatever” if anything seems ill advised, STOP! Rethink your progress! Just take time to 

rethink what you are doing. It could be best to stop and restart another day. Enjoy your radio 

hobby, please be safe.  

 Please keep your feet, arms, hands and fingers out of pinch points. Don’t get poked in 

the eye by an antenna piece, a wire or anything else. Don’t drop an antenna on a power line. 

Don’t forget to put on PPE like a hard hat, safety glasses and gloves. Be careful when working 

with high voltage. Please, don’t get injured while practicing your radio hobby. When in doubt 

stop. Ask someone to help you. 

Don’t rush, enjoy the journey, radio is fun. 

 

Always put safety first. 

Till next month… 

 

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring. 

 

73 KC3BXC 



 

Radio Sport 
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