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MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Services 
Center  (A.K.A. The 911 Center ) 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2025 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Vice President: Larry Homich, KC3ROS 

2nd Vice Pres.: Greg Burns KCTFW  

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Tom Stoops N3XC  

Director: Doug Lawrence, K3GTX  

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

 
2026 Meeting Dates 
 

May 14 
Jun 11 
Jun 27-28 Summer Field Day 
Jul 09 
Aug 08 Corn Roast 
Aug 13  
Sep 10 
Oct 08 
Nov 12 
Dec 05 Christmas Party 
              at 5:00 pm 
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This Month 
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This Month: 
Speaker: 

Rich Soltesz 

K3SOM 

Topic: 
HamClock, the Lazarus Project 

 

Including: 

On April 19th, 2026 an email to current owners of the Inovato HamClock app were in-

formed of the imminent shutdown of the server website in June 2026.  BVARA mem-

bers had welcomed the presentation of the Inovato HamClock in July 2024 and many 

purchased the inexpensive hardware and app software.  Several members wanted to 

know: “What to do now?”  

 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our topic this month presents 

a ‘hands on’ presentation of connecting a Quadra, a small PC no bigger than a pack of 

cigarettes, to the amazing software application called HamClock V4.23 with additional 

open-source backend software and scripts to easily migrate the old version to a new ver-

sion with a fully-support new backend with automatic update capabilities for future 

changes.  These changes continue using the compact and efficient Linux Operating Sys-

tem with the Quadra hardware.   

 

Because Inovato offered the package for both the original HD video and later, for 4K 

video capabilities with a faster PC processor, two very similar migration paths have 

been developed and will be described.   

 

But wait, there’s more!  Because the Inovato Quadra hardware has been sold out and the 

web store closed, another option is available.  Additional documentation is available for 

putting the new HamClock V4.23 on a Raspberry Pi (RPI) 3B, 4, or 5. Not one to miss 

an opportunity to learn, I repurposed an RPI 3B from an old and no longer used purpose.  

Success!  We’ll power it up and show some of the many available displays on the big 

screen that will dazzle most hams with its capabilities.  This is one exciting presentation 

you won’t want to miss! 

 

Rich’s Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 



This Month 
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HamClock V4.23 (above) and V4.22 User Guide (below) 



More this Month 
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     Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and 

those interested in amateur 

radio are encouraged to 

come join us at our Thurs-

day morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this Month : 

April 2026 VE Test Session Results 

 

Our April VE Test Session had two candidates who achieved their Amateur Radio 

goals by upgrading their license class. Our electronic filing system continues to work 

superbly.   

 

Testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency Ser-

vices Center in Ambridge, PA.  Our next VE Test Session will be on May 14th, 2026. 

   

With upgraded call signs, congratulations to: 

Karen Pelkofer, KC3SRL, General, Baden, PA  

Steve Weber, KD3CPK, General, Avella, PA 

If you hear them on the air, please congratulate them on their achievement! All of our 

BVARA testing would not be possible without the help of the following Extra-Class 

VE Team members: 

 

Keith Custard – KC3TMC 

Reg Genola – W3REG 

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP 

Scott Pelkofer - KC3KYZ 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM  

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ and 

Frank Witkowski – W3FJW 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

       Total Enclosed          _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No  

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No hamfests close-by. 
 

 We will have to wait till next month. 
 
 

The Butler Breeze Shooters hamfest is coming soon! 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Youth examinees under age 18, you can earn your initial Technician license or upgrade your current li-
cense through the ARRL VEC Volunteer Examiner Coordinator program for only $5. 
 
The ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program, in effect since April 19, 2022, covers the one-time $35 
application fee for new license candidates younger than 18-years old for tests administered under 
the ARRL VEC program. 
 
The $35 FCC application fee will be reimbursed after the ARRL VEC receives the completed reimburse-
ment form and the new license has been issued by the FCC. The reimbursement check will be mailed to 
the fee payer. 
 
Additionally, candidates younger than 18-years old pay a reduced exam fee of $5 to the ARRL VEC VE 
team at the time of the exam. The $5 fee is for all candidates under the age of 18 regardless of the exam 
level taken. Proof of under 18 status is required at the session (what to bring to an exam session).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The program is sponsored by ARRL The National Association for Amateur Radio®.  
  

 
 

The BVARA is an ARRL VEC VE team that supports the ARRL Youth Licensing Grant Program. 
 
 
 

We invite all youth to our monthly testing sessions 

 

ARRL VEC Youth License Test Fee Only $5! 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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https://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session
https://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session
mailto:vec@arrl.org
mailto:vec@arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/what-to-bring-to-an-exam-session


 

Hi everyone! 
 
 
 

I wanted to create a new page for our newsletter. I am going to call it  
Road Trip Hamfests. 

 
 I think our hobby of radio is one of fun, curiosity and discovery. 

Traveling to a distant hamfest could be another fun facet of our radio 
hobby. Traveling is always a fun adventure for this ham, KC3BXC. 

 

I will showcase some hamfests that are a little distance away from 
our Beaver County area. 

 
Step out of your comfort zone, travel to a distant hamfest. How 

about a day trip to another state? Make plans to explore the local  
area while there, stay in a hotel for the night there. Maybe take an 

RV short trip.  
 

 Do you have friends that live close to the hamfest? This could be a 
good reason to visit them. Is it that you made a contact with some-
one from the hosting hamfest club? It could lead to a great face-to-
face QSO. Maybe there is some close-by attraction you would like 

to visit but needed an additional reason to visit.  
Go for it! 

 
 

How could a distant hamfest adventure feed your curiosity? 
Just like this newsletter’s cover page I want to encourage you to 

have some fun. 
 

For my first listing on the next page : Toledo Ohio 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  1 2  



 

Road Trip Hamfests  
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Remember back when you could communicate by 

“Pay Phone” for ten cents? This page is for anyone who wants to com-

municate with the BVARA community and beyond.  

Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. 

Please, only topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve 

the option to post it or ignore it. Send your dime to me at:                    

   kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

 

  

The ARRL Board of Directors met in Windsor, Connecticut, for its Annual Meeting on Jan-

uary 16 – 17, 2026.  ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, presided over the meeting and 

welcomed new Division Vice Directors that included Marty Newingham, AG3I among the 

new Division Vice Directors. 

Congratulations to Marty, AG3I from the friends and membership of the Beaver Valley 

Amateur Radio Association (BVARA). 

(Courtesy of the May 2026 QST Magazine Pages 65 and 66) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

             (Photo courtesy of Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R) 
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It’s your dime 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


 

I have had these two Dadgum Poles in my possession for a very long time. They have been 

sitting on  an old hay wagon next to the rabbit hutches… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There has been little time to do much 

more than just tar the bottoms and hope 

someday I take the time to do more. So 

I… put the post hole auger on the trac-

tor and I drilled the first of two holes! 

Can you believe it? I actually took  

time to devote to my radio hobby! Fi-

nally! I am working on putting those 

Dadgum Poles in the ground. I had 

help. 

 

 

 

The first pole is in the ground!  

 

 

Now I am drilling the hole for the second 

Dadgum Pole. 
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Of Interest to All 



 

I hand dug a small trench to guide the pole into the hole. 

 

    Great! We are on a rain hold. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Okay, new day it’s drying up. I have to 

bale water out of the hole with a plastic cup 

tied to some para-cord even though I put a 

tarp over the entire thing it filled with rain 

water. 

 

 

The Dadgum Pole is being picked up with the tractor 

bucket. Two ropes are tied to the Dadgum Pole to 

help keep it in the middle of the bucket as the tractor  

s-l-o-w-l-y slides the Dadgum Pole higher and higher. 

I have two helpers holding the ropes and adjusting to 

keep the Dadgum Pole in the middle of the bucket as 

it slides up a little higher, a little higher, a little… 

 

 

                     More.                                   
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Of Interest to All 



 

I used a drag blade from our 

garden tractor, placed at the 

edge of the hole, to keep the 

Dadgum Pole from digging 

into the side of the newly 

drilled hole. This and the 

guide trench should help as 

the tractor puts the pole up. 

 

 

Ahhhh success! It went right in. The hard part is 

done! Now that the Dadgum Pole is deep in the 

hole there is little danger it could fall over. 

 

 

 

 

 

We use a chain on the Dadgum Pole secured to a 

steel pipe to twist that dadgum pole. 

I put an insulator on the top of the 

pole before we started. The Dadgum 

Pole simply has to be turned in the 

correct orientation for the antenna to 

be held in such a way as to work 

with the other antenna holding 

poles. 

Now with both Dadgum Poles in the ground where do I find time for an anten-

na party???? 

Please understand there were many safety things going on behind the scenes. 

Because this was an “all hands on deck” the pictures do not show all the other 

safety measures taking place. This is how I did it, you be careful if you decide 

to put some dadgum poles up at your radio shack. Maybe hire a professional to 

install your poles... 
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Of Interest to All 



BVARA Coming Attractions   
 

May 2026 

State and Province QSO Parties: 

7th Call Area QSO Party, May 2nd – 3rd 

Indiana QSO Party, May 2nd – 3rd  

Delaware QSO Party, May 2nd – 3rd 

New England QSO Party, May 2nd – 3rd 

Canadian Prairies QSO Party, May 9th – 10th  

Arkansas QSO Party, May 16th – 17th 

 

Dayton Hamvention, May 15th – 17th, Xenia, Ohio, see www.hamvention.org for details 

 

CQ WW WPX Contest, CW, May 15th – 17th 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

POTA in the sun and flowers, all month long! 
 

Of Interest to All 
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http://www.hamvention.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some fun definitions for some words used in last months newsletter. 

 

Strong Polynesian Warrior Names with Deep Roots 
 

MAUI 
    Origin: Polynesian 
    Meaning: Trickster demigod 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Oceanian Mythos 
In Oceanian tradition, various mythical creatures are deeply rooted in the beliefs of the  
Pacific Islands. The Taniwha is a revered creature in Maori culture, taking the form of a wa-
ter monster. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Maui – trickster, goes good in a newsletter name 
 
Taniwha – works well to describe a fluid  
 

        KC3BXC 

Of Interest to All 
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Bits and Pieces 
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Hello all, 

 You may be asking “What does the 

picture on the cover page have to do with 

Ham radio?” Not much, but I wanted this 

month to be fun… The Road Trip Hamfest 

page inspired this playful sentiment for me. 

I always encourage fun and safety in our 

hobby. 

 Can you believe I finally got my 

two Dadgum Poles in the ground? I did!!! 

What a time of discovery for me. I con-

stantly speak and hope to instill safety dur-

ing any radio related activity you engage 

in.  

For my Dadgum Pole endeavor I carefully planned, asked for help and put safety in the 

forefront of the entire activity. I told everyone that helped “If you feel anything we are doing is 

unsafe, speak up, call everything to an immediate halt! We do not want anyone hurt.” All went 

well. I now have four points to put up a horizontal loop antenna. I am thankful. 

 I made sure everyone had the proper safety gear. For myself, I had on a good pair of 

leather gloves…after we finished, I noticed a cut in my right glove, over my right wrist. I do 

not recall feeling the cut or anything catching on my glove. The glove prevented what could 

have been a very nasty laceration on my wrist. I don’t want to entertain what terrible catastro-

phe could have transpired had my glove not been on. It was a close call. Safety for me was as 

simple as wearing leather gloves.  

 

Please be safe in all your radio objectives. Always think ahead and give everyone  

involved the power/authority to call the whole thing off if something is or becomes  

unsafe. 

Till next month, 

 

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring. 
 

73 KC3BXC 



 

Radio Sport 
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